Clinical and serological events accompanying changes in hepatitis B viral replication: case reports.
We measured serum markers of hepatitis B virus replication in two HBsAg-, HBeAg-positive hepatitis B carriers with chronic active hepatitis and cirrhosis. The first of these patients was HBsAg-, HBeAg-, HBV DNA- and HBV DNA polymerase-positive initially and spontaneously lost HBV DNA polymerase and HBV DNA. During the HBeAg-positive, DNA polymerase-negative "window phase", an increase in viral replication, characterized by the reappearance of HBV DNA and HBV DNA polymerase occurred, together with an aggravation of the underlying chronic hepatitis. In the second HBsAg-, HBeAg-positive carrier, spontaneous fluctuations in HBV replication were associated with clinical deterioration. Delta agent and hepatitis A virus superinfection were excluded. These observations suggest that spontaneous low-grade fluctuations of HBV replication accompanied by an increase in the biochemical activity of the underlying chronic hepatitis can be observed in certain HBV carriers.